Optimizing outcomes through protocols, multidisciplinary drills, and simulation.
Delay in diagnosis, failure to employ sufficient medical and surgical treatments, and poor teamwork all may contribute to suboptimal outcomes in cases of postpartum hemorrhage. A significant portion of hemorrhage-related maternal morbidity may be prevented through early diagnosis and rapid intervention. There is a small but growing body of literature describing the role of patient safety initiatives and simulation training in optimizing outcomes following postpartum hemorrhage. Rapid response teams may be used to facilitate coordination between various personnel involved in the management of postpartum hemorrhage. Hemorrhage drills and simulation-based training may help providers achieve timely and coordinated responses in the treatment of postpartum hemorrhage. Protocol may help to standardize management in cases of postpartum hemorrhage, thereby minimizing unnecessary errors or delays in care. Additional research is warranted to further determine the impact of patient safety initiatives and simulation training on outcomes in the setting of obstetric hemorrhage.